January 10,  2012
Dear Seniors Parents and Students:

As college costs continue to rise, early information about financial aid and financial planning become increasingly important.  To better inform you and your college bound student about finances, the Guidance Department is planning a financial information night on the following:




WHEN:
Wednesday, February 8, 2012




WHERE:
Haverling High School Room 423 (upstairs)



TIME:
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. (approx.)
Our guest speaker will be Ms. Dawn Langdon, a financial aid representative from Hobart and William Smith College. The program will help answer questions about the financial aid process, what forms to secure, and other concerns about financial aid.  The format of the program is different this year.  This year, parents and student will be completing the FAFSA online during the workshop. To participate in this event, it is essential that you:

1. Apply and secure a PIN for both the parent and the student a few days prior to the event.  Both parent and student must apply for a PIN at www.pin.ed.gov
2. Several important documents will be needed for financial aid night.  Please bring for both parent and child:

· Social Security Number (both parent and child)It is important that you enter your Social Security Number correctly
· Driver’s License (if any)
· Your 2011 W-2 forms and other records of money earned
· Your (and if married, your spouse’s) 2011 Federal Income Tax Return
-IRS 1040, 1040A, 1040EZ

-Foreign Tax Return, or

-Tax Return for Puerto Rico, Guam, American Samoa, the U.S. Virgin Islands, the Marshall Islands, the Federal States of Micronesia, or Palau

· Your Parents’ 2011 Federal Income Tax Return (if you are a dependent student)
· Your 2011 untaxed income records

· Your current bank statements

· Your current business and investment mortgage information, business and farm records, stock, bond and other investment records

· Your alien registration or permanent resident card (if you are not a U.S. citizen)

A few things to keep in mind as you plan for this week and to complete the FAFSA:

· Parent info must be completed by the parent(s) who the child resides with 50% of the time or more.

· If you have not yet filed your income taxes you can estimate.  To do this you will need the prior year’s tax information and W-2 forms.
· Parents/students will need a current, accessible e-mail address.  

Attached, you will find a FAFSA worksheet. Though completing this form is optional, you may find it to be a helpful step towards completing the FAFSA.

We are encouraging all interested parents and students to attend this important meeting.

Due to space restrictions, it is essential that you sign up to participate.  Please call no later than January 31st to reserve a spot.

If there are any questions, kindly call us at the Guidance Office at 776-4107, extension 2310.

Sincerely,

Mark Recktenwald


Tina Broderick

Lyndsay Wolfe
School-Guidance Counselor

School-Guidance Counselor
School-Guidance Counselor
/lr

